
 

 
May 15-17 -  Spring Campout 

 

May 25 ï Memorial Day 
 

May 26 - Board & Membership 

Meetings 

June 13-14 - Anamosa 

Overnight (members only) 
 

June 23 - Board & Membership 

Meetings 
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Spoke & Spark Don Malina 



The Prez Sez 
 

We appear to be on the 
verge of another great 
riding season. I was out on 
the bike last Friday and 
managed to put on almost 
300 miles. Over the long 
winter one tends to forget 
what a feeling of freedom 
and power you get when 
you are riding.  It was 
certainly a thrill to roll on 
the throttle and move on 

down the highway. However a little unbridled 
enthusiasm got me a speeding ticket (70 in a 55) 
in Ogle County. So not only should you start out 
slow to allow you to get the feel of the bike 
again, but also to remember that feeling of 
speed and the need to temper in with common 
sense. 
 
I also want to take this opportunity to thank all 
those who did not throw things at the podium 
during my first meeting. Even though I know I 
was among my Cruiser friends it was still a little 
intimidating to be in that position. I feel a little 
more relaxed now that I am over my initial 
anxiety and hope to do a better job at the April 
meeting. 
 
I also would like to add my thanks to Bob 
Wagner and Gregg Smith of the Top Cats for the 
great job they did putting on the Bocce Ball 
event. Lucy and I had a lot of fun. We met some 
new people, learned a new game, (that we will 
never master) and certainly look forward to 
doing this, or some other winter sports event 
again next year. 
 
Those of you that have not already done so 
please thank Flo and Shirlee for organizing the 
Bowling Party. If the sun and sand in Cancun 
wasnôt calling I would have been there.  
 
One other thing. We all banter around ideas on 
increasing membership and such. I would like to 
propose an idea that has been mentioned in the 
past, but not really followed thru on. We all 
know, and ride with people that are not Cruisers. 
I would like to suggest that this year you grab 
one of these friends and bring them to a 

meeting, a breakfast run, or any other club 
event. Iôm not suggesting that you beat them 
over the head or strong arm them with the idea 
of joining the club, but just let them see who we 
are and, hopefully get the idea that maybe the 
Cruisers are the type of club they can see 
themselves becoming a part of. I am going to try 
this myself and see how it goes. As the risk on 
something like this is almost nil I would 
encourage you to give it a try. 
 

Respectfully,  
Steve Pen czak  

 

 
 

Dear Fellow Cruiser, 
 
     I have been appointed to the position of 
Membership Director for the Cruisers for the 
current year.  In this capacity, I am reviewing 
the Club's records and noticed that we have 
not received the payment for your dues. 
 
     A new riding season is just beginning.  
This year will provide many opportunities to 
explore new horizons on two wheels.  We are 
looking forward to your attendance and your 
assistance during the coming membership 
year. 
 
Prompt payment will be appreciated. 

                                                                                        

Sincerely,  
George Barrington  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



To the Struggle Against World Terrorism 

A History:  

 

The artist, Zurab Tsereteli, was in his home in 

Moscow on the morning of September 11th. The 

television was on as he was getting ready for 

work and Zurab, like the rest of the world, was 

glued to coverage of the attacks on the Twin 

Towers. He watched the towers collapse on TV 

and was moved to tears. 

 

That day, he went to work at the Academy of Art 

driving on a route that takes him past the 

American Embassy. People were gathered 

outside the embassy gates to pay sympathies, to 

be together, and to mourn. He saw a mass of 

crying people and decided to use the image of a 

tear in a memorial. 

 

He set to work that day on a proper and 

appropriate form through which to express 

his feelings over the attack. He went through 

many various sketches and óformsô (all of which 

are chronicled in the yellow book) until finally 

deciding on the current monumentôs form. 

 

Zurab traveled to NY shortly after the September 

11th and went to ground zero. The ruins were still 

steaming. He decided that he wanted to create a 

memorial to the victims; but that wouldnôt want 

to build on top of the bones of the dead on the 

ground zero site. He began to look for an 

appropriate and fitting site on which to erect the 

memorial. 

 

Zurab spoke with friends and colleagues who 

were in NY during the attacks. He heard stories 

about how boats and ferries were used to shuttle 

survivors away from the Twin Towers. He also 

learned about the New Jersey residents who 

worked in the towers. Zurab decided to look for a 

site in New Jersey, where the monument could 

be on the waterfront and settled on a never before 

seen area of the peninsula at Bayonne. Here, the 

World Trade Center was the backdrop to the 

waterfront, and so, the backdrop of life. The site 

had been a military instillation, and the town had 

decided to convert the land into public park-

space. 

 

From this vantage point, the Twin Towers looked 

almost as if they were in fact one building. His 

bronze monument reflects that image with a 

jagged tear through the center, and a 4-ton nickel 

tear hanging from the top. The tear represents not 

only the sadness and grief over the loss of life on 

9/11 and previous attacks on the World Trade 

Center, but also hope for a future free from 

terror. 

 

The monument has several reflective elements, 

so that the visitor becomes part of the memorial. 

The nickel tear is shiny and mirror like. The 

granite name plates which make up the stand for 

the monument, and on which the names of the 

victims are etched, is also shiny and reflective. 
 

http://www.911monument.com/photos.htm 

  
Thanks to Bill West for sending me an article on this 

I had no idea.   

http://www.911monument.com/photos.htm


Special Peopleéé Special 

Days 
 

5/9/ ?? Brandt, Joni  

5/25/42  Brandt, Hugh  

5/11/47  Pahl, Tom  

5/13/ ?? Swoverland, Betty  

 

Other Clubôs Events: 
Top Cats Calendar of events 

 
CRBMW Calendar of Events 

 
 

 
 

They walk amongst us Ü 
 

In this photo released Tuesday, March 31, 2009, by 

the Newark (Ohio) Police Department, a motorized 

bar stool is shown. Police in Newark, 30 miles east of 

Columbus, say when they responded to a report of a 

crash with injuries on March 4 2009, they found a 

man who had wrecked a bar stool powered by a 

deconstructed lawn mower. Police say Kile Wygle, 

28 was charged with operating a vehicle while 

intoxicated after he told an officer at the hospital that 

he had consumed 15 beers. Wygle told police his 

motorized bar stool can go up to 38 mph. 
 

(AP Photo/Newark (Ohio) Police Department) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GUN CONTROLÜ..NOT 
WANT TO PULL THE TRIGER ON 

A MACHINE GUN  
 

http://www.oklahomafullauto.com/index.html 
 

Inspired by Bill West  
 

http://www.topcats.org/index.php?option=com_jcalpro&Itemid=102
http://www.crbmw.com/component/option,com_gcalendar/Itemid,55/
http://www.crbmw.com/component/option,com_gcalendar/Itemid,55/
http://g4tv.com/attackoftheshow/exclusives/64615/OFASTS-Gun-Apocalypse.html
http://g4tv.com/attackoftheshow/exclusives/64615/OFASTS-Gun-Apocalypse.html
http://www.oklahomafullauto.com/index.html


Cornercraft:  

Staying Safer in the Swerves 
 

The Hurt Report identified one of the most common 

single-vehicle motorcycle accidents as ña slideout 

and fall due to overbraking or running wide on a 

curve due to excess speed or under-cornering.ò 

Barring unexpected intrusions, mechanical failure or 

changes in surface, you should never crash in a curve 

ï as long as you take care of your vision and traction. 

Vision: 
That is, seeing where youôre going. This remarkably 

simple concept often gets overlooked, especially in a 

series of inviting bends where the fun factor 

overrides common sense. When entering a turn, you 

should never ride faster than you can see to stop 

safely. 

There are a number of things you can do to improve 

your vision in a bend: 

1. Look right through the bend. A common 

mistake beginner riders make is to focus on 

the road directly in front of them. In most 

circumstances, your peripheral vision will 

take care of this aspect. Make a point of 

turning your head to look straight through the 

curve. Following the simple idea that you ñgo 

where you look,ò perhaps no single factor will 

improve your cornering than looking through 

the whole curve ahead. Try it and youôll see. 

 

Next time youôre watching motorcycle road 

racing on TV, watch the ridersô heads and 

eyesé  

2. Look for the vanishing point: If you canôt see 
right through a curve, look for the point where 

the outside of the road disappears behind the 

obstacle (trees, cliffs, buildings, whatever). 

This is the ñvanishing point.ò If itôs moving 

toward you, the curve is tightening, and you 

may want to consider slowing. If itôs moving 

away, the curve is opening up.  

3. Position yourself on the road for the best 

vision. Before a lefthander, move to the right 

of your lane. Before a righthander, move to 

the left. This will give you maximum vision 

through the bend. But make sure you take 

surface, traffic and other road conditions into 

account. 

 

Traction:  
Iôm not going to talk about how small the 

road surface contact patch is on a motorcycle 

tire; you already know that. But how you ride 

makes a big difference regarding the 

effectiveness of that contact patch. Traction is 

affected by surface conditions, tire conditions, 

and the external forces applied to the contact 

patch. 

 

Letôs say when your bike is rolling along at a steady 

speed in a straight line you have 100 percent traction. 

Braking or accelerating will reduce the available 

traction by applying lateral forces to the contact patch 

between the rubber and the road, and so will 

cornering. Any kind of skid ï whether a start-line 

burnout, a rear-brake lockup, or a low-side slide ï 

means youôve used up all your traction, and on the 

road, total loss of traction is usually a bad thing. 

So letôs say youôre cornering and youôve used up 50 

percent of your available traction to contain the 

centrifugal force that wants to push you out of the 

curve. If you apply the brakes or accelerate, youôre 



The Web Surfin g Monkey  
 

VIDEOS 
2009 HARLEYS  

 

WHITE DEER of Wis  

 

SUFF OF INTEREST 
Motorcycle movies for a 

rainy day  

 

Go Green o n 2 wheels  

 

FOR THE LADIESé 
Women and Motorcycling  

 

Mother's Day gift of a 

lifetime  

EVENTS AROUND 

TOWN 
May 3 - Annual Bike Blessing  

 May 9 ï Wauconda Bike 
Blessing 

 May 8-9th  Simply the Blues 
Fest/Ft. Madison, IA 

 May 17 - Little Angels Pledge 
Run 

 
June 7th WINGS BENFIT RIDE 

 
June 13th Lets Ride 4 A Cure 

 
June 26th Kids Hope United 

Motorcycle Ride 

using up more of your traction, to the point where, if 

you use up the remaining 50 percent, youôre in a 

slide. So from a safety standpoint, itôs best to separate 

braking from cornering. Hurt noted that many single-

vehicle motorcycle crashes in curves were a result of 

ñoverbraking.ò The same brake loading applied on a 

straight road may well have been perfectly safe. 

A question I used to ask students: ñWhen is the best 

time to brake in a curve?ò The right answer in most 

circumstances is before you get thereé 

Vision and traction together: 
So, putting together these two concepts ï getting the 

best sightline through the curve, and maximizing 

traction ï gives a basic outline for how to corner 

safely: 

1. Stay wide before entering the curve, so you 

can see as much as possible of the exit.  

2. Adjust your speed using brakes and/or engine 

braking before entering the curve.  

3. This implies you will enter the curve late and 

apex late.  

4. Entering and apexing late means your curve 

radius increases as you go through the curve, 

allowing you to safely accelerate through and 

out of the curve.  

5. Youôll also be better positioned on the road to 

enter the next curve,  

6. And if you do enter the bend too fast, you 

have room to run wide on the exit. 

How does this look in practice? 

Just a couple of final points. This is not meant to be a 

racing technique, or necessarily the fastest way 

through a series of curves; but adjusting your speed 

before entering a bend, and maximizing your 

sightlines will give you an extra margin of safety in 

most situations. Always be aware of road conditions 

(traffic, debris, surface, weather, etc), and above all, 

ride within your personal comfort level. If youôre in a 

group, ride your own ride; donôt let a faster rider 

ñtowò you through the curves ï just because theyôre 

faster doesnôt mean theyôre safer. 

When riding a motorcycle, Safety is your top priority. 

Ride safe! 

 

RoadRUNNER Motorcycle Touring & Travel 

Magazine 

Issue: November/December 2005 

Text: Robert Smith 

http://www.roadrunner.travel/article-6208.php# 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_kDMZ-empPQ&feature=related
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/video/flv/generic.html?s=inwi10s22a3q81f
http://www.examiner.com/x-2294-DC-Motorcycle-Travel-Examiner~y2009m4d6-Motorcycle-movies
http://www.examiner.com/x-2294-DC-Motorcycle-Travel-Examiner~y2009m4d6-Motorcycle-movies
http://www.autobloggreen.com/2009/04/29/quantya-vs-zero-electric-motorbikes-to-lock-horns-in-las-vegas/
http://www.womenridersnow.com/PublicFiles/DepartmentViewer.asp?DepartmentID=44
http://www.mlive.com/business/mid-michigan/index.ssf/2009/04/motorcycle_trend_puts_women_on.html
http://www.mlive.com/business/mid-michigan/index.ssf/2009/04/motorcycle_trend_puts_women_on.html
http://www.lakeshorehog.com/
http://www.alrpost911.us/
http://www.alrpost911.us/
http://www.crbmw.com/component/option,com_gcalendar/Itemid,55/
http://www.crbmw.com/component/option,com_gcalendar/Itemid,55/
http://www.littleangels.org/pledge_run.php
http://www.littleangels.org/pledge_run.php
http://www.wingsbenefitride.com/
http://www.letsride4acure.com/
http://www.kidshopeunited.org/events/ShowCalendarDetail_Layout1.php?calendar-type=ILLINOIS&calendar-id=307316577&year=2009&month=7&day=0
http://www.kidshopeunited.org/events/ShowCalendarDetail_Layout1.php?calendar-type=ILLINOIS&calendar-id=307316577&year=2009&month=7&day=0
http://www.roadrunner.travel/
http://www.roadrunner.travel/
http://www.roadrunner.travel/article-6208.php%23


 

 

 

 

 

 

April 28, 2009 

IDOT, State Police and Motorcyclists Launch 

2009 Riding Season Safety Outreach  

Advocates push ñStart Seeing Motorcyclesò 

Campaign; IDOT Unveils New Public Service 

Announcement 

 

SPRINGFIELD - In order to put a spotlight on 

motorcycle safety as the 2009 riding season gets 

underway, Governor Pat Quinn has proclaimed May 

Motorcycle Awareness Month in Illinois.  The 

Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), 

Illinois State Police (ISP) and motorcycle safety 

advocates are urging the public to ñStart Seeing 

Motorcyclesò and to share the road with motorcycle 

riders.  In addition, IDOT is offering free courses for 

beginning and intermediate riders to reduce the 

severity and frequency of motorcycle crashes. 

 

To further help reduce the number of crashes, IDOT 

will unveil its new audio public service 

announcement to be aired on statewide radio stations 

from May 4th through September 30th.  This 

advertisement will highlight the risks and 

responsibilities associated with motorcycle riding as 

well as remind all travelers to share the road. 

 

ñWhen you ride, be aware of your surroundings, 

others may not see you. Whenever there is a motor 

vehicle versus a motorcycle accident, most of the 

time the operatorôs comment is, óI did not see the 

bike,ôò said Larry Kolling, Gold Wing Road Riders 

Associationôs IL District Motorist Awareness 

Coordinator.  ñThis is the reason why we, Gold Wing 

Road Riders Association Motorist Awareness 

Division (GWRRA) are glad to partner with IDOTôs 

Division of Traffic Safety in bringing Motorcycle 

Awareness to the motoring public. GWRRA Rider 

Education Division uses Rider Ed Seminars to 

educate its members in using safe practices while 

riding and the Motorist Awareness Division conduct 

presentations to bring awareness to the motoring 

public that we (bikers) are on the roads too. Look 

Twice Save A Life.ò 

  

The overall number of traffic fatalities in Illinois 

dropped from 1,248 in 2007 to 1,043 in 2008. 

Motorcycle fatalities decreased from 157 in 2007 to 

135 in 2008. 

 

ñWe are moving in the right direction with our traffic 

safety efforts; however, motorcycle fatalities remain 

a concern,ò said Illinois State Police Director 

Jonathon Monken.  ñIn an effort to further reduce 

traffic fatalities from historic low levels, our highly-

skilled motorcycle enforcement officers will be 

deployed on Interstates throughout the state with the 

mission of checking for proper license endorsements, 

speed limit enforcement, reducing fatalities and 

making other vehicle drivers more aware of 

motorcyclists.  Officers will also be enforcing fatal 

five violations which include speeding, safety belts, 

improper lane usage, following too closely, and 

driving under the influence.ò 

 

ñMotorcycles give the Illinois State Police officers 

more mobility to maneuver in traffic.  They are easily 

recognized by the public and have proven to be 

effective in speed enforcement as well,ò Acting 

IDOT Secretary Gary Hannig said.  ñWe anticipate 

that deployment of the motorcycle patrol unit will cut 

down the number of drivers exceeding the speed limit 

and will ultimately reduce the number of crashes, 

deaths and injuries.ò 

 

In 2008, IDOTôs Division of Traffic Safety trained 

15,954 students in its Cycle Rider Safety Training 

Program (CRSTP), which is marking its 33rdyear in 

operation.  This is up from 14,917 students in 2007.  

These courses are held in numerous locations 

throughout Illinois. 

 

CRSTP is supported through motorcycle license and 

registration fees.  Classes are free to any Illinois 

resident 16 years of age or older who holds a valid 

drivers license or permit.  For additional information 

on course locations and schedules, go to 

www.dot.state.il.us/cycle2.html. 

  

Furthermore, from 2007 through 2009, IDOT has 

increased awareness among motorists by posting 10, 

20 and 30 foot banners reading ñStart Seeing 

Motorcyclesò in high-traffic areas such as law 

enforcement agencies and motorcycle clubs 

statewide. 

 

In addition, IDOT is again this year sponsoring the 

annual ñWindshield Washing Projectò in which 



numerous motorcycle clubs are washing windshields 

of cars and trucks at IDOT interstate rest areas across 

the state on weekends during the month of May.  

Participating club members are distributing ñStart 

Seeing Motorcyclesò bumper stickers to motorists to 

remind them to watch out for motorcycles that have 

not been in the driving mix over the winter months.   

  

ISP also offers the following safety tips for new 

riders all the way up to seasoned veterans:  

 

Å Although Illinois does not mandate wearing a 

motorcycle helmet, use of approved helmets, 

protective body wear, boots and gloves is strongly 

recommended. 

Å Improve your visibility by wearing brightly colored 

clothing during the day and reflective clothing at 

night.  

Å Be alert for animals alongside and on the roadway, 

not only in rural areas, but in urban areas as well. 

Å Donôt ride beyond 80% of your riding capabilities. 

To do so leaves no margin for the unexpected. 

Å When riding with another motorcycle, stagger your 

position. This allows both riders to take evasive 

action safely should the need occur. 

Å Donôt become fixed on whatôs just beyond your 

front tire. Be aware of whatôs ahead. Safe riders 

remain aware of developing situations 12-16 seconds 

ahead. This includes other vehicles, potholes, 

roadway obstructions, and other potential hazards. 

This allows time to plan and react in a controlled 

manner. 

Å Oil, grease and other fluids from cars and trucks 

generally collects in the middle of the lane. Avoid 

these potentially slick areas by riding in the normal 

wheel tracks of these vehicles.  

Å In the event emergency braking is required, 

remember motorcycles have far better stopping 

capabilities than cars and trucks.  As youôre avoiding 

the hazard, scan for a safe escape route while 

watching for vehicles approaching from behind. 

Å Before proceeding through an intersection, check 

left, check front, check right, and check left again.  

Checking left first is important because this is the 

first lane you cross. Continue to scan in the 

intersection in a clockwise pattern, checking traffic 

approaching in front, in case that vehicle turns left in 

front of you. 77% of motorcycle crashes involving 

another vehicle happen in this manner.  

Å Donôt lend your motorcycle to someone without 

knowing his or her skill level and making sure they 

have the proper license.  

Å Donôt drink and ride.  Alcohol slows reactions and 

impairs function.         

 

To sign up for and find out more about IDOTôs Cycle 

Rider Safety Training Program go to 

www.dot.state.il.us. 

 

Thanks to Lu Weingartner for sending this link to me 

for this issue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A NEW ADDITION TO THE FAMILYÜ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our  Chairman of the  
BOWLING PARTY  

 

Flo Tymczuk    
&  

 Shirlee Velazquez    
 

JOB WELL DONE 
LADIES  

It is through the sacrifices and efforts of 

members like the above that keeps the 

JPCs the best darn club around. 

 

Awards & Recognition  


